
AN INTERVIEW WITH MY SPECIAL GUEST 
 

PROFESSOR KIM PEARSON 
 
My SPECIAL GUEST this issue is a remarkable, courageous and special 
woman; she's an inspiration (to me) and I'm sure she'll inspire you. She's my 
cousin Professor Kim Pearson who hails from New Jersey, USA. Enjoy her 
inspiring interview with me… 
 

 
 
 
NSS: First of all Cousin Kim, thanks for taking time out from your 

busy schedule to talk with me.  
 
KP: Hi Cousin Norman, I am happy to be your guest. Thank you for asking. 

NSS: Please tell the readers a little about yourself; where are you 
from? 

 
KP: My father is the younger brother of Ina Smith, your dad’s former wife. 

He is a retired teacher. My mother, who died in 2009, was a former 
credit manager for JC Penney. My stepmother is a retired social 
worker. I was born in Camden, New Jersey, and grew up in 
Philadelphia where I attended the public schools. I am the divorced 
mother of two adult children, Ja-Tun and Steven Thomas. My former 
husband, whom I met in college, is a software engineer. My daughter is 
a singer-songwriter (I urge you to check out her original tracks at: 



http://ja-tun.com/music/; she is also a vocal coach and 
businesswoman. My son is a student and aspiring entrepreneur who 
does photography and music on the side. 

 
NSS: Before we go into your field of work, what qualifications have 

you achieved? 
 
KP: I got my undergraduate degree from Princeton University in Politics 

with a concentration in Afro-American Studies. My MA is from New 
York University in Journalism. 

 
NSS: So what do you call yourself? 
 
KP:  I call myself a civic media researcher. I have covered politics as a 

journalist, but I also spent 10 years writing about science, medicine and 
telecommunications for the Fox Chase Cancer Center and AT&T, 
respectively.  

 
NSS: So how long have you been a professional writer? 
 
KP: I have been a professional writer since 1978. Before becoming a college 

professor I worked as a writer for the Fox Chase Cancer Center and 
AT&T. I have also freelanced for Emerge Magazine, Black Enterprise, 
and a number of other publications. (It was for Emerge that I first 
interviewed MP Diane Abbott). I continue to freelance; mostly for 
Blogher.com http://www.blogher.com./ my current research is an 
effort to understand how the technological and economic changes in 
the news and publishing industries affect opportunities for democratic 
participation. I am particularly concerned with preparing the next 
generation of journalists and media owners, and ensuring that the best 
of traditions of professional journalism are preserved in an era of 
change. 

NSS: You mentioned MP Diane Abbott earlier, what other public 
figures such as politicians, professors etc, have you 
interviewed? 

KP:  Here’s a list of some of the people I’ve interviewed that you might find 
interesting, in no particular order: 

1. Maya Angelou, author 

2. Former President Bill Clinton (two group interviews) 

3. Former Rep. Millicent Fenwick 

4. Rep. Edolphus Towns (then chair of the Congressional Black Caucus) 

5. Hon. Diane Abbott, MP 

6. Dr. Alvin Poussaint - psychiatrist 
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7. Arno Penzias and Robert Wilson – Nobel prize-winning physicists 

8. John Tyler Bonner – sociobiologist 

9. Historian and law professor Mary Frances Berry 

10. Then New Jersey Governor Brendan Byrne 

NSS: Do you teach as well? 

KP: Yes, I have been teaching full-time at what was then called Trenton 
State College since 1990. It is now known as The College of New Jersey. 
I have been involved in online journalism since 1996, when I directed 
my magazine writing students in the creation of an online news 
magazine unbound: http://www.tcnj.edu/~unbound/ 

 
I do research with computer scientists on ways of encouraging 
computational fluency among people who are under represented in 
computing careers, such as people of color and women. I firmly believe 
in the need for people of color to become technological innovators, not 
just technology users. Indeed, accomplishing this task is essential for 
both our economic survival and our ability to realize the promise of 
democratic citizenship. 

 
NSS: When did you first realise you wanted to pursue your chosen 

career? What prompted you? 

KP:  As a child, I was fascinated with science. I watched all of the NASA 
launches and kept journals about them. My parents encouraged my 
interest by finding Saturday classes related to science and writing, 
allowing me to wander in the adult section of our neighbourhood 
library and by reading with me. They did all of this despite the fact that 
they were not wealthy by any stretch of the imagination. I was also 
drawn to politics because I grew up during the 60s and 70s and so 
much was happening that directly affected my life chances. For 
example, because of the civil rights movement, I was able to earn a 
place at Princeton University, which had only begun accepting women 
five years before. I have written about my childhood educational 
experiences here: http://kimpearson.net/?p=831# 

NSS: Who has inspired you in particular?  
 
KP: If I have to pick one person, it would be my father. I believe our nephew 

Stephen also credits him as an inspiration for pursuing education 
despite all odds. While I was growing up, he worked full time and 
acquired his GED, bachelors and graduate degrees. This allowed him to 
become a teacher and improve our family’s standard of living while 
making a difference in the lives of many young people.  

 
NSS: What do you most enjoy about your work? 
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KP:  I get to work with ideas. I love the life of the mind. I also get to test 
those ideas in the world, to try, fail, learn, and fail better next time. 
Arno Penzias taught me that you aren’t innovating if you aren’t willing 
to risk an occasional failure. We learn so much from our mistakes. But 
what is most important is that the innovation I pursue is about helping 
people acquire the tools they need to be self-determining in their own 
lives. And sometimes it works. I love that. 

 
NSS: Has your career enabled you to visit many countries? – If so 

which countries have you visited? 
 
KP:  Unfortunately, I haven’t been able to travel much internationally yet. I 

have only been to Canada and Antigua. I hope to remedy that. 
 
NSS:  Is there a specific discipline to your craft regarding 

schedules, goals etc? 
 
KP: There was a discipline about acquiring an education, but my career has 

been largely a matter of exploration. I knew I wanted to earn a living as 
a writer. Teaching, consulting and doing research emerged as later 
possibilities. One has to remain open to possibility. 

 
NSS: What does it take for a person to be fluent and successful in 

your type of career? 
 
KP:  As with any career, you have to be devoted to mastery of the craft. You 

have to read. You have to study writing and writers. You have to be a 
student of language history and culture. However, you must also be a 
student of computer science these days, and of the evolving media 
landscape. You have to pay attention to what is going on at places such 
as the MIT Media Lab. And finally, in any endeavour, you have to have 
a strong sense of values and ethics. The tragedy of contemporary 
journalism is that we have lost sight of what the best of journalism is. 
At its best, journalism is a discipline of verification whose primary 
fidelity is to the truth, not to faction. The field is now dominated by 
propagandists masquerading as journalists. Further, our anxiety about 
financial issues leads to an emphasis on fluff and a tendency to ignore 
the festering problems that really matter. We continue these trends at 
our peril. 

 
NSS: You are an amazing woman cuz and an inspiration (to me); 

you have been working full-time for a long time with your 
physical restrictions. Do you mind telling us about your 
condition? 

 
KP: Not at all. In 1986 I was diagnosed with Ankylosing Spondylitis, a 

condition which has frozen my spine and limited my mobility. I can't 
hold my head up or turn it, and I can't lift my arms above shoulder 
level. I had both hips replaced in 1995. I have written about my 
experience with this condition here: http://www.blogher.com/rough-
hewn-kind-beauty 
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NSS: Outside of work, what other interests and hobbies do you 

have? 
 
KP: I love my family. I enjoy reading, sports, music, dancing, and living. 
 
NSS: Do you have any advice and encouragement you would like to 

share with potential budding talent who are reading this? 
 
KP:  Read. Write. Find better writers than yourself and learn from them. 

And learn about business and technology. This is a business, and it is 
driven by technology. Live life in joy. 

 
NSS: Kim, it has been inspiring and a pleasure interviewing you. 

Blessings to you and all your future ventures.  
 
 

You can read more of Kim’s writings and interviews at her blog at:  
 

http://kimpearson.net/ 
 

 
 

Log on to PANTHER NEWSLETTER in JUNE 2012 where I’ll be 
interviewing another SPECIAL GUEST 
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