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Jozette Aaron is an author and freelance writer.  She lives in Ontario 
Canada.  Her newsletter DeSiva’s News was a popular read globally from 
1999 to 2010 and received a 5 Star award for being one of the best 
informative on-line writing journals around.  She is now focusing her time 
on writing, editing and eventually publishing the eleven novels she has 
sitting in her desk drawer, all waiting patiently for some sign that their turn 
is coming.  Before she ceased publishing her newsletter in 2010, she 
interviewed her brother Norman Samuda-Smith; himself an accomplished 
writer from Birmingham, England, who proudly boasts that his sister has 
always encouraged him, has been and still is an inspiration.  

So from the archives of DeSilva’s News, here is Jozette Aaron putting her 
“lil’ brother” Norman Samuda-Smith 

In the Spotlight 

 
{March 2010/updated: February 2011} 

http://jozette.webs.com/�


 

Norman with three of his Grandchildren: Meshanne, Shackya and JJ 

This month in DeSilva’s News our writer In the Spotlight is Norman Samuda-Smith.  
Norman is an author, freelance writer and Editor/Publisher of PANTHER 
NEWSLETTER: The monthly on-line cultural review… 

JA: Norman, thank you for taking time out to be interviewed for DeSilva’s News. 
 Please tell us a little about yourself; where are you from?  

NSS: Yeh, I am Norman Alexander Samuda Smith.  I was born in Birmingham, 
 England in 1958 of Jamaican parents who came to England in the early 1950’s.  
 I’m the younger of two children through my parents union, collectively; I’m the 
 youngest of twelve siblings.  My formative years were spent living and growing 
 up in the Small Heath area of Birmingham.  I used to work at Birmingham City 
 University’s Art & Design Library. I’ve recently let go the 9 to 5 grind.  
 Finally, I’m the Editor and Publisher of the fairly new online monthly cultural 
 review, PANTHER NEWSLETTER.  

JA: What are 3 things people don’t know about you? 

NSS: I used to play the guitar back in the day when I was between seven and twelve. 
 I attended guitar lessons religiously every Saturday.  I was pretty good at playing 
 it too.  Then one day my brother Bruce asked me to teach him how to play the 
 guitar.  So I did.  It seems I passed on all my skills to him, cos I ain’t got a clue 
 how to play the guitar now. 



 When I was 20 years young, me along with seven other males and females of my 
 age were chosen to represent Birmingham in a six programme BBC series called 
 Something Else; the year was 1979, (In the video clip of Something Else, you’ll 
 spot me in the  background sporting an Afro).  On our Birmingham episode our 
 guests were: Boy George before he became famous.  The Specials; a Ska group 
 from Coventry later they re-named themselves The Fun Boy Three the dub 
 poet Linton Kwesi Johnson.  Linton Kwesi Johnson signed and gave me his book 
 of poems which was called “Dread Beat and Blood” for my birthday and he said 
 to me: “Make sure you write that novel you told me about and get it published.”  
 Three years later I became the first black-British born novelist to be published 
 n the UK in 1982 when my novel Bad Friday hit the streets.  There have been 
 some people who have doubted I am the first.  So this is for them and those 
 who still do.  It is written in black and white here… 

 I used to play semi-professional basketball for my local club: Small Heath 
 Panthers from the age of 17, I played up until I was when I was 39.  I was also 
 Editor and Publisher of the basketball Club’s Newsletter PANTHER NEWS.  
 PANTHER NEWSLETTER is dedicated to all my soul-brothers I had the 
 pleasure of playing basketball with all those years.  

JA: What got you interested in writing?  

NSS: For many years I used to say I got interested in writing when I was ten, but when I 
 think back, it all started before then.  It was my mom’s fault, bless her.  In 1965 
 my dad decided to leave England and set up a new life for us in Canada.  I was 
 seven then.  While he was away that first year “setting up shop”, he wrote us 
 letters at least twice a month.  My mom made sure we replied to him.  She  taught 
 us how to lay out our letters, where to put our address etc, and she would dictate 
 the first paragraph to us; such as: “Dear Dad, how are you, hope you are well 
 etc…”  After that she would say, the next paragraph write whatever you like, tell 
 your dad about school, your friends, complain about me if you want to and ask 
 him for his advice about anything.  After a few months we didn’t need mom to 
 coax us to write; it became second nature.  My letters were “long but 
 entertaining” dad used to say. 

 When I was at school in Canada, my teachers always told mom I was excellent at 
 English, especially writing stories, and brilliant at art.  When we arrived back in 
 England in 1968, I continued where I left off.  In our English lessons, our teacher 
 Miss Ward used to write five essay titles on the board and she would ask us to 
 choose a title which inspires us the most and write a story.  Again, I was in my 
 element; most of the stories I handed in were never finished.  I always used to get 
 a B for my work. Miss Ward always said if I concentrate thoroughly on 
 finishing my stories, I would get an A every time.  I was always the first in the 
 class to be chosen to do newsletter projects. When I was fourteen, I had ambitions 
 to be a Journalist or an author; around that time too I began to take writing more 
 seriously.  
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 The trigger was a football/soccer game we played, blacks versus whites.  This 
 occurred after an argument in school when we were told that black guys couldn’t 
 play football and we had no guts.  A football game was arranged by our games 
 teacher and it resolved the argument because we won the game 17 -7.  So I started 
 to write a series of books about a football team called the Caribbean Stars.  All the 
 players and characters in those books were my friends who took part in that 17-7 
 victory.  The Caribbean Stars won every domestic trophy on offer, and they won 
 the ultimate football club prize in Europe, The European Cup.  My friends were 
 entertained for years with these stories.  When I grew out of writing those, I 
 started to write other stories, but didn’t share them with anybody for years. 

JA: Have you taken any writing courses; which ones; where? 

NSS: Yeh, the only course I’ve taken part in was in 2006.  It was partly funded by the 
 Arts Council of Great Britain and the European Union.  The course lasted six 
 months.  It was like going to school.  We covered all genres such as; short story 
 and novel writing; poetry; drama/playwright; journalism and writing for radio.  I 
 enjoyed the course; it  helped me decide my path. 

JA: What writer’s groups or organizations do you belong to? 

NSS: I’m a full member of The Writer’s Guild of Great Britain.  I don’t belong to a 
 writer’s group any more.  I used to be in a writers group back in the early 80’s 
 when I first started out.  The Trinity Arts Writers’ Group we were called back 
 then.  Trinity Arts Association was a community arts ‘shop’ based in the heart of 
 Small Heath the area in Birmingham where I grew and they were responsible for 
 publishing my novel in 1982.  It was a good education being part of that writers’ 
 group and a cushion against ‘wheelers and dealers’ who wanted grab me and my 
 talent.  ‘Culture Vultures’ I used to call them, anyway that writers’ group 
 protected me from that and it nurtured me to maturity and confidence in what I 
 wrote.  We published four anthologies after Bad Friday.  Good times and soulful 
 members. 

 Also back in the day I was a founder member of Ebony Arts Theatre Group in 
 1983.  I was the engine room, meaning if I didn’t write a play, there were no 
 performances.  Eventually, some of the members began to emerge as writers and 
 started producing scripts which took the ‘pressure’ off me.  We had five great 
 years touring nationally and performing in communities similar to the one where 
 we were raised.  Our motto back then was if the community don’t go to the 
 theatre, we’ll take the theatre to them.  Another great education period for me, 
 learning how to adapt short-stories and novels into theatre scripts and learning 
 how to administer a theatre company financially and artistically.  Great times and 
 “BIG UP!” all the former Ebony Arts crew. 

 The last group I was involved in was called The Eclectic Writer’s Group.  That 
 didn’t last long.  We writers who were on the writing course I just mentioned felt 



 we all got on very well, so in order to stay in touch with each other we formed a 
 writer’s group; but life and work got in the way so the group faded. 

JA: Do you write full time? 

NSS: Kind of.  When I was doing my 9 to 5 job it didn’t allow me to; but I try writing 
 something everyday now and noting down ideas I have for projects in the future. 

JA: Are you a morning writer or do you write better at night? 

NSS: It depends on my mood, but I’d say I produce my best work from early evening 
 into the night. 

JA: What is your genre of choice for writing and reading and why? 

NSS: I like reading about history especially African Diaspora history, the more I learn 
 about my people the more whole I feel. Also novels and stories that has a 
 historical background to it.  To make it simpler, books written by Albert 
 French.  My favourites of his are Billy and the sequel Cinder.  When I was 
 younger I was into the Raymond Chandler novels.  So its history books and 
 novels with action, conflict and strong morals and a historical element that keeps 
 me reading. 

JA: What do you think makes a good story? 

NSS:  In my opinion anything that comes from the heart makes a good story.   

JA: Who or what inspires you to write? 

NSS: People, my environment and everyday life, the news, plus learning to listen to the 
 inner – voice, the inspiration that comes from within, I have no doubt the inner-
 voice is my Father God guiding me. 

JA: What is your creative process like; what happens when you first sit down to 
 write?  

NSS: I usually ‘free write’ and get everything I want to say written down on paper.  
 This means no full-stops, no commas and no paragraphs.  The following day, 
 sometimes a couple of days later, I pick the sense from nonsense then structure 
 my story or article accordingly. 

JA: What discipline do you impose on yourself regarding schedules, goals, etc? 

NSS: I didn’t used to have one, but since I’ve started my newsletter I have to schedule 
 my writing to create an issue each month.  I can’t get slack and not stick to a 
 schedule anymore; I now see it as wasted hours. 



JA: What is your particular challenge when writing?  

NSS: My challenge is to finish the work I’m working on – and make sure at the end of 
 it all, it’s a good read. 

JA: What was one of the most surprising things you learned while writing your 
 books? 

NSS: How the characters I create seem to have a free will to speak.  The dialogue I plan 
 for them never goes according to plan.  They just take over.   This leads to better 
 stories. 

JA: What kind of research is involved in your writing?  

NSS: Reality is my research; observing, feeling and listening to what is going on around 
 me. 

JA: How long does it take you to write a book? 

NSS: When I wrote Bad Friday, it took me six months.  There were only six chapters, 
 so I wrote a chapter a month and I wrote for seven hours every day for six 
 months.  That was achieved because I dreamt I was going to write Bad Friday 
 when I was 14.  But if I was to write a novel now it would probably take me at a 
 guess,  up to a  year.  

JA: Does your family take an interest in your writing; do they read and critique 
 your work? 

NSS: I know you do sis’ and you’re always bigging me up and encouraging me.  My 
 wife Denise is an avid reader of books.  She looks over my work and corrects me 
 when I’ve used too many words, or when I chicken out by ending something 
 abruptly which leaves her hanging.  She doesn’t do sympathy, nor is she biased.  
 She wants me to do and write well.  My biggest critique is my ‘second mom’ 
 Dorothy ‘The Director’.  If I was a very sensitive soul and ignorant toward 
 listening to good advice, her critique would hurt; but she does it with love and I 
 always learn from her. 

JA: How many books have you written; how many of them are published; which 
 one is your favourite? 

NSS: I’ve only written the one novel Bad Friday, but I have been featured in two short-
 story anthologies and one poem anthology.  There are three anthologies which 
 I’m featured in which can be bought on line: The Heart of our Community; Songs 
 of Hope and Whispers in the Walls.  I’d say Bad Friday is my favourite, because 
 of what it achieved, but it’s closely followed by Rasta Love, my short – story  



 featured in Whispers in the Walls.  I experienced a brilliant journey writing it and 
 then reading/performing it when it was published.  

JA: What is your current work in progress? 

NSS: Well there’s a load in my head, and many scribbled in note form, but at the 
 moment I’m working on a hybrid biography about my dad and me.  I’ve been 
 working on this for about 4 years now.   It spans eight decades, from my dad’s 
 humble beginnings in Jamaica.  It also chronicles my family history to how I 
 became the first black British born novelist to be published in the UK; how 
 my family and friends consciously, moreover sub consciously, inspired me to 
 become a writer.  I’m also working on a novella Baby Father Single Woman.  
 I’m not gonna  explain about Baby Father Single Woman, I want that to be a 
 surprise.  

JA: How do you handle writer’s block; rejection letters? 

NSS: For me the best way to conquer writer’s block is to write through it, for example 
 move away from it and write something else until you can see past the block.  As 
 for rejection letters, (I’ve only had two and that was back in the day) – as far as 
 I’m concerned I just say to myself, “it’s their loss”. 

JA: Have you ever self-published your work; who was your publisher? 

NSS: Well if PANTHER NEWSLETTER counts as self-publishing then yeh, I’ve 
 been self-publishing now for the past 14 months.  However, what I’m planning 
 for the future is to self-publish my novels and short story collections under 
 the Samuda-Smith Publications umbrella which PANTHER NEWSLETTER 
 automatically comes under as well.  I think I’ve built a keen readership/audience 
 globally through my newsletter, so the time is coming for me to show them what 
 else I can do. 

JA: What has been your experience with publishers? 

NSS: To be honest, I’ve been quite lucky with publishers.  I’ve either been in the right 
 place at the right time, or they’ve read my works somewhere and have got in 
 touch with me and asked if they can publish my stuff.  

JA: Do you have an agent; who and how did you find him/her?  

NSS: No, I don’t have an agent and I’ve never thought about having one. 

JA: Have you received any awards for your work? 

NSS: Yeh, in 1982.  My novel Bad Friday was entered for the Young Observer Fiction 
 Prize.  This was quite an achievement for an inner-city boy.  So a party of 30 of us 



 went down to the presentation in Mayfair, London.  I came third and received 
 £150.00.  

JA: Do you have other interests and hobbies you pursue when not writing? 

NSS: I do Yoga and Chi – Kung, I read, go to the cinema when a good movie is on.  I 
 watch plays, one man shows, still can bounce a basketball and shoot some hoops 
 now and again and I play with my grandchildren. 

JA: What are you reading at the present time? 

NSS: King of Kings: Ngusa Nagast by C E Johnson. It’s a book that offers insight into 
 the bloodlines of the Solomonic Dynasty of Kings in Ethiopia.  It’s spiritually 
 uplifting, and inspirational, a definite recommended read. 

JA: How have you promoted your book; do you think self-promotion is 
 important? 

NSS: Before the advent of PANTHER NEWSLETTER and the inter-net, promoting 
 has been by word of mouth and doing writing workshops in schools, but through 
 the newsletter I’m promoting myself via cyber-space. If you want to be read in 
 what you do and you want your works to be read, self-promotion is very 
 important. 

JA: Do you hear from your readers; what kinds of things do they say? 

NSS: Some of the readers of the PANTHER NEWSLETTER have said my work is, “A 
 breath of fresh air”; “Informative and inspirational” and various other comments 
 which have been posted.  Very uplifting and they confirm to me, I’m moving on 
 the right track 

JA: What are your views on eBooks and audio books? Are you published or plan 
 to publish in either media? 

NSS: I’m from the old school.  In my opinion there’s nothing better than having the 
 natural paperback or hardback book that’s in your hands which you can touch, 
 read and smell.  I’ve got no problem with eBooks or audio books now.  I have 
 plans to publish a few eBooks when the opportunity arises. 

JA: Do you have any advice that you’ve picked up along the way to share with 
 other writers? 

NSS: Write about what you know and love what you write – Write what comes from 
 your heart, a good story always comes from there – be true to you and always 
 keep the faith – And live the life you love and love the life you live. 



JA: What is it you want the reader to know about you that wasn’t covered in the 
 interview? 

NSS: Visit my on line monthly newsletter @ http://panthernewsletter1.wordpress.com – 
 enjoy your reading experience, when you’ve done that, subscribe to PANTHER 
 NEWSLETTER it’s free! – Then pass it on to all your contacts; and look out for 
 future works coming from out of the Samuda-Smith Publications stable. 

JA: Lil’ bro, it’s been a pleasure chilling with you again big hug to you and your 
 family.  Jah guidance and protection in all your future ventures. 

NSS: Thank you sis’; and the same from me to you.  Everyting Bless. 
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