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Dragon’s Den sensation Levi Roots used to struggle financially, but with his business, 
new TV show and book, things are a little different these days. 

If the recession is making things tough and it feels like you'll never be able to turn your 
personal finances around, you should take heart from the experience of reggae singer 
Levi Roots. 

Dreadlocked Levi was a popular artist in a branch of music where the financial rewards 
were limited.  Despite winning awards for his singing, with a family to support, Levi's 
finances were stretched to the limit. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/dragonsden/
http://www.reggae-reggae.co.uk/


“I always knew the money would come. I don't have to worry about it anymore.” 

For additional income he began selling his homemade sauce on his stall at the Notting 
Hill Carnival every year.  He eventually realised that while he dearly loved reggae, it was 
the sauce that could solve his financial problems.  So he mixed the two by bottling 
Reggae Reggae Sauce and marketing it through song.  His success has been startling and 
ranges from his new TV series, Caribbean Food Made Easy, and its accompanying book 
of the same name, to his Reggae Reggae Sauce, range of frozen Caribbean food and his 
restaurant in Battersea.  He says: “I always knew the money would come. I don't have to 
worry about it anymore.” 

Lots of Bottle 

Levi says: “When the inspiration came to actually put the sauce in a bottle and go out 
there and market it that was the biggest change in my life.  Whenever I went anywhere to 
do with food I would sing about the sauce.  It was very startling for people.  I was 
already a successful musician, because my community and the people who listened to 
roots reggae liked my music, but I never really had any money.  I was in music for the 
love of it rather than because it made any money.” 

His big break came when he was singing about the sauce at the World Food Market at the 
Excel Centre in London and was spotted by a scout for Dragon’s Den. He says: “I was 
always the Rasta man in the corner with his guitar.  When the BBC saw me they thought 
‘that’s a Dragon’s Den moment’.” 

In the Den 

Levi’s appearance on Dragon’s Den has gone down in legend.  Instead of presenting with 
a flip chart of sales figures, he simply came on and sang the Reggae Reggae Sauce Song. 
The impact was instant and Dragons Peter Jones and Richard Farleigh gave him £25,000 
each for a 20% stake in his business.  “The best thing about it is that I can still be a 
family man for my children. We've grown as a family, starting by selling the sauce at the 
Notting Hill Carnival.  If you were to come to my restaurant in Battersea you’d see that 
my children are there and running things.  My daughter does the accounts and they are 
into music.” 

Levi has just been awarded an honorary degree by the University of Gloucestershire and 
has visited more than 300 schools, explaining to children how they can find their own 
paths to success.  “I really don't want to open my eyes in case it’s all a dream,” he says. 
Levi still performs and records music and his new album Red Hot has been released.  His 
biggest delight is that he is able to provide all the things that his family needs. 

So has he always looked after the money he has earned responsibly?  Well, almost.  
When the first big cheque came in he treated himself to four expensive Ozwald Boateng 
suits. 

http://www.ukreggaeguide.co.uk/index.php?id=337
http://www.jamati.com/online/blogroll/ozwald-boateng-bespoke-line/
http://www.jamati.com/online/blogroll/ozwald-boateng-bespoke-line/


Famous Five 

Here are five facts you may not know about Levi Roots: 

• Levi was born in Jamaica in 1958.  
• He once played football with Bob Marley.  
• Levi has performed with James Brown and Maxi Priest.  
• In 1998 he was nominated for a Mobo as the best reggae performer.  
• His real name is Keith Graham.  

Caribbean Food Made Easy, by Levi Roots, is published by Mitchell Beazley. 

http://www.thebookpeople.co.uk/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/qs_product_tbp?storeId=10001&catalogId=10051&langId=100&productId=172243&cm_mmc=Google%20Adwords-_-TBP%20Product%20Keywords-_-Levi%20Roots-_-Levi%20Roots%20Carribean%20Food%20Made%20Easy&gclid=CIqrs-3Yi6MCFRJi4wodVV-n8w%20
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