
SPECIAL GUEST 
 

 

GARY SMITH (A.K.A: DJ SMUDGE) 

 

NSS: Greetings Gary. First of all thanks for taking time out to reason. Please 
tell the readers a little about yourself; where are you from? 

 
GS: First and foremost let me say greetings to you and for producing this nostalgic 
monthly newsletter. Also let me say I’m honoured that you contacted me to discuss 
my life’s experiences from baby to present day. My name is Gary Smith a.k.a DJ 
Smudge.  I’m Birmingham born and bred and that’s something I’m totally proud of.  
Some may say we speak funny and have accents but that’s only a minor in terms of 
the culture talent and the history our great city has to offer.  I started attending school 
at four years of age on the very road I grew up in, Somerville Road Infants and Junior 
School. I left there aged eleven and started my adolescent years at the very aptly 
named Small Heath School.  It was a brand new building built to house 4 schools in 
one. Wow! What an experience that was.  Everyone from in an around our 
neighbourhood all under one roof, fantastic!   
 
I am the baby of my family; I have six other siblings before me, four sisters and two 
brothers, one now deceased.  I love him dearly and I thank them in the development 
years of my early life.  They always support me no matter what I turn my hands too. It 
was my deceased brother the late Mervin Francis who first installed a passion in me 
for football on a greater scale than to just play for the school team or with my mates 
for a kick around. I used to go watch him play and then he started taking me to watch 



Birmingham City Football Club; they were his greatest love after his music.  Wow!  
Did he have a record collection?  The funny thing about it was that although I loved 
watching Birmingham City, I had a passion for another team much to his dislike 
(laughing).  That was down to my mother who was and still is an avid Leeds United 
supporter, the great team of the 70’s that all but conquered England & Europe.  I 
couldn’t help myself watching and getting all excited watching them too.  So I still 
support Leeds and travel to the ‘Holy Grail’, Elland Road to watch my team on a 
regular basis even though they’re only in League 1 now.  Not to worry we will be 
back.  
 
NSS: What is your current occupation? 
 
GS: My current occupation is football coaching in the community as I feel I have 
to repay the same community that helped me develop into the man I am today.  I have 
acquired my UEFA (http://www.uefa.com/index.html) coaching licence from the 
Football Association here in the UK which I’m proud of.  I also hold First Aid and 
Child Protection Certificates which enable me to work with children teaching and 
mentoring them.  At the same time, there is nothing more I love than going into what 
some people may call a hostile environment and developing a rapport with what 
people call inner city children to sound politically correct.  Let me tell you, we call it 
the Ghetto and I’ll be damned if I will stand aside and watch Ghetto children fall by 
the way side when we all have the opportunity to succeed in too many fields to 
mention. 
 
NSS: Panther Newsletter is always ‘Bigging Up’ the Small Heath area of 
Birmingham.  From your perspective, what was it like living and growing in 
Small Heath back in the day? 
 
GS: To this day, there’s one thing I can honestly say about Small Heath people, we 
stick together and are still there for each other as adults as we were when we were 
children.  It’s a far cry from society today, where children are now scared to leave 
their area code.  It wasn’t like that when we were growing up, we went everywhere 
and socialised with people from all area codes full stop. 

 
When we were children in Small Heath, we were raised not just by our parents but by 
our elder brothers and sisters, aunties and uncles who lived close enough to keep an 
eye on us; but most importantly, we were raised by the whole community.  When big 
people spoke to us, we had to have manners.  We were told on numerous occasions 
that we should be seen and not heard, it was something you learned very quickly.  
Who never used to hear, did feel, and feel was something you didn’t want to do back 
in them days.  Licks were just as popular as Nintendo Ds or PSC or PC’s today 
(laughing).  I often think about the iron fist we lived under as children, but it did us no 
harm, we’re still here today and have never been incarcerated for any crimes in our 
lives.  Young children of today take note; let’s bring back (licks) everybody did fraid 
ah licks (Laughing).  Another thing that I’m very proud of and would shout it from 
the top of Everest is my Kittitian heritage.  Both my parents hail from the beautiful 
twinned paradise St.kitts & Nevis.  They have been in the UK since the 1950’s well 
before my time may I add (Laughing). 
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NSS: I know you used to be an active member of our drama group Ebony Arts 
back in the day which you were one of the founder members, and you passed 
through the Small Heath Panthers Basketball Club Academy, tell us about those 
days. 
 
GS: Before I talk about Ebony Arts I have to talk about the basketball first, coz the 
Small Heath Panthers Basketball Team was something to behold!  The basketball side 
of me was there but football always ruled as you know it was then and still is my first 
love.  I was just an all rounder; from it did name sport me in deh (laughing).  I came 
up through the ranks with the Small Heath Panthers youth basketball team and we 
won the Birmingham Lord Mayor’s Games Basketball Tournament in 1982; we were 
coached by you.  I played a couple of games for the senior team when you guys had 
injuries, but football was my thing. I must try stop laughing now but its hard coz these 
are great memories. 

Anyway, basketball; Thursday nights will never be the same.  When you came to 
Small Heath Leisure Centre for BCA Pathfinders (later re-named Small Heath 
Panthers) basketball matches, man I tell you, that balcony used to be ram from tip off 
to when the game ended, with an atmosphere to match.  We used to make it real 
hostile for opposing teams who visited, with our very own brand of cheer leading; I 
remember you guys called us ‘the dog pound’; but when Oakland’s came to town it 
was like all of Birmingham came to watch Small Heath versus Handsworth that’s how 
it was billed back then.  Boy, did you guys have some battles!  You know what else 
sticks out in my mind, your famous jump-shot!  Damn Norman, they should have 
nicknamed you Skippy because you soared to some serious heights when you took 
your jump-shots.  I never saw anyone else reach them heights until I saw the great 
Michael Jordan trust me. 

EBONY ARTS; where shall I start?  Ok we were back then the best, the number 1, 
the champion of champions when it came to acting.  We toured the country 
performing plays written and directed by you Norman; and how could anyone from 
Small Heath forget your classic novel Bad Friday.  I can remember all the hype 
surrounding your book because it was like never heard of back then; a man from the 
ghetto writing a novel?  But it’s held its legacy to this day and will go down in Small 
Heath Folklore.  You made history, the first black British-born novelist to be 
published in the UK, and you were from Small Heath!  We related to your book 
because even though the characters were fictitious, the story was about us. You 
named the streets of Small Heath, everyting!  When we read Bad Friday, trust me, 
every individual was able to relate to every character.  So we all decided to approach 
you and ask you to help us set up a drama group and you to write plays for us and 
with no hesitation you said yeh.  Under your writing skills and with the help of Bob 
Stevens, we mashed it!  I can remember all the cast, the stage managers, the stage 
builders, the list is endless  Mikey Browne, Sharon Williams, Derek Kellerman, 
Pigeon (Errol Bernard) Patsy Tweed, Tracy Finch, Sharon Baker, Jacky Gregory, 
Evrin and Fiona Skyers to name just a few. I remember us being on tour performing 
in Manchester, London, Coventry and Sheffield etc, and then the home coming.  
Nothing was sweeter than being in we own back yard in the drama studio at the Small 
Heath Centre.  We had massive crowds of locals all clambering to get a glimpse of the 
all conquering drama group that they heard so much about.  I must pay tribute to the 
people who used to run Trinity Arts. That place was a second home for us in our 



teens.  It saved us from being out on the street causing mischief or getting into trouble 
bringing shame pon de family as our parents used to say back then.  Morning noon 
and night we were there, reading our scripts, rehearsing and having fun.  We were all 
one family, we stuck together, grew up together trying and doing different things that 
most kids could only dream of.  We did it and I must say it was how we learned to 
survive, also coz you had to be able to stand up for yourself back then too.   

NSS: What job(s) did you do in the past after you left school before you became 
a deejay? 
 
GS: I’ve always loved the outdoors so most of my jobs have been driving jobs for 
various well known establishments like Ford & Parcel Force to name a few.  I tried 
my hand at Tele Sales once but I hated it being stuck indoors, calling people to sell 
them stuff they had no use for and getting abused on the phone and not being able to 
retaliate due to company policy (Laughing).  Well I can laugh now but if that was 
today I wouldn’t be in that office for long.  I even worked for Lucas, now everyone 
remembers the Lucas Factory.  Wow them shifts used to kill me as a kid I couldn’t tek 
it, I lasted 6 months that was for old men as far as I was concerned.  Much to the 
displeasure of my father who got me the job.  He was institutionalised in that place for 
30 years plus everyday without fail.  Trust me, our parents were true soldiers working 
there butts off to provide for 7 of us.  We must give them the props they deserve cos if 
it were not for them we would not have half of what we got now even though at times 
we never wanted to do what we were told and thought we knew best when we know 
now we didn’t (laughing).  See it deh again: Who can’t hear must feel. That saying 
will never leave our minds and I remember you wrote a story based on that Norman, 
you performed it as a monologue back in the Ebony Arts days.   

NSS: Were you in a sound system or did you follow a sound system – If so what 
was the name of the sound? 

GS: Yes I was in a sound system, a friend Steven Finch a member of Ebony Arts, 
he had a sound system and we used to play at parties and dances in the local area.  
Places such as Jenkins Street, St. Aidan’s Church hall, Blake Lane and various other 
places in and around the Small Heath area.  I can remember us clashing with another 
sound system from Small Heath back in the day it was suppose to be a birthday party, 
but it ended up being a sound clash for the title Small Heath’s champion.  Of course 
we won the name of the sound is Daddy Scorcher.  

My love for music was instilled in me from my late brother Mervin who had a 
massive record collection.  When he was not home is in the front room me deh ah 
bang dem on his stereo.  This went on until I was buying my own records, me and my 
sister Mags.  I used to use my YTS money; remember the YTS Scheme that Maggie 
Thatcher’s government introduced?  They had us working for £25 a week, bloody 
cheats!  Anyway back to my music (Laughing), from scorcher to Count Nevis.  May 
he Rest in Peace good old Frank Hanley.  I used to lift box at first then my music 
knowledge was spotted.  I progressed from being box bwoy to operating and 
selecting.  Back in them days I had lyrics as well, I could ‘toast’ as it was called back 
then not like now is deejaying or mc-ing, but we chatted on the mic with proper lyrics 
not like today’s crop of entertainers.  Music was always in me, I can member my 



mother being in a society that used to hold dances, so as a youngster, and I was 
allowed to go on some occasions. 

I also joined forces with some friends from school. We started a sound called Imperial 
Navigator but that didn’t last too long, we always seemed to have differences of 
opinions. When there’s so many opinions it’s hard to find a happy level and so it was 
back to my beloved Scorcher and Count Nevis and that’s where the music continued 
to blossom in my head. 

Football was taking over my life.  I was now playing semi-professional and that’s all I 
ever wanted to do was play football.  At least there were no boxes to hump around the 
pitch at the end of the game.  You know what’s funny about sound systems back then 
when we played at the house parties?  After a certain time when Lover’s Rock ah 
play, every man disappear from round de control tower.  No one want select, no one 
want play the sound, every one looking a dance partner fe go rub off people good old 
velvet wallpaper (Laughing). 

NSS: So, you played semi-professional football, which teams did you play for? 

GS: I played for a few teams, Sutton Coldfield, Worcester City, Halesowen, 
Tamworth, Gresley Rovers who were based in Derby, and to top it all, I played in the 
2002 World Cup representing St.Kitts & Nevis.  I scored a goal on my debut in 
St.Kitts in front of the Prime Minister of St.Kitts. 

NSS: Where does the name DJ Smudge originate from? 

GS: Smudge is a name I picked up while playing Football for my living during an 
eighteen year playing stint.  Back then it was General or Gees, but the smudge stuck 
so I used it when I got back into the music and incorporated it with the DJ part, hence 
the name today its kind of catchy smudge enit? (Laughing).   

NSS: What inspires you to be a deejay? 

GS: To be fair I have always loved music and always followed the sound system 
ting, so being a deejay was easy really.  I draw inspiration from knowing that I can 
make 200+ people all get jiggy on the dance floor at once, that’s what you call control 
(Laughing) there I go again.   
 
NSS: What genre of music do you like which makes you ‘rock and come in?’ 

GS: To be honest the good old days of English Lover’s Rock will always stick with 
me cos I had some of my best days rubbing off people’s wall paper to those tracks. 
Having said that, soca music, reggae, soul, r’n’b, I like them all.  In fact I play them 
all as well so I suppose I’m just an all round music lover from creation or from me 
eye deh ah me knee  

NSS: How did you get involved with the radio station STINGDEM?  

GS: For years I listened to the various pirate stations we had here in Birmingham 
PCRL and METRO to name a few.  I always fancied doing the deejay thing.  So when 



I was coming to the end of my playing career, I had more time on my hands. I 
approached another deejay on Stingdem and told him how I could mash up the 
airwaves.  He laughed and said: ‘yeah right’.  I said get me a break and I’ll show you, 
the rest is history.  Seven years later I’m still there doing a good job.  I have two 
morning shows, Mondays from 10am-1pm (Classics), Wednesdays 8pm-10pm (Soca) 
& Fridays 11am-1pm (Fresh Beats)   

NSS: Tell us about STINGDEM.COM.  What is their history? 

Stingdem is an internet based radio station providing music 24 hours a day 24/7 365 
days a year.  We have a family of approximately 40 plus deejay’s.  We’re hopefully 
bringing joy to people’s hearts as we go about informing the local community about 
events ranging from dances, parties, to more important issues like Sickle Cell and 
Leukaemia.  Black donors are required.  So if you have not been seen yet make 
yourself available as we need to stamp these illnesses out of our race, and just so that 
people who have never listened before, you can log on. Here is the station’s link 
www.stingdem.com.  Bless and I look forward to all you new listeners logging on and 
feeling the vibes. 

NSS: How important is STINGDEM to the black community?  

GS: Now I have nothing against any other station out there I just don’t feel that 
they really cater for black needs or black music.  Without Stingdem the black 
community would be kept in the dark about virtually everything that is important for 
us.  To really feel how important Stingdem is, just turn your radio off for a day or 
two, or tune into some other station that you’re just not familiar with, or who is 
playing music outside of your taste and tell me what you felt like without Stingdem. 
That should answer this question for you on a personal level. 

NSS: Outside of your works with STINGDEM, what other interests and 
hobbies do you have? 

 
GS: Well as you may know Norman I have been a single Father to 2 children for 
the past nine years.  I also have three others, my eldest being 22, 17, 9, 7 & 5.  So 
most of my spare time is spent doing the daddy and mommy role for them, but when I 
do get my time I help to promote dances ranging from theme nights to soca fêtes.  We 
have a monthly Soca Fêtes called Soca Tempo with a real Caribbean flavour. That’s 
an experience for anyone who has never been to a Soca Fête in there lives.  I have my 
football team which I play for on a Sunday, the Continental Stars.  That’s another way 
I release the stress of a hard week, and of course my family, my mother and my 
siblings.  We’re close, so we spend a lot of time with each other having family fun, 
eat, drink and be merry.   
 
NSS: Gary AKA DJ Smudge, it’s been a pleasure linking up and reasoning with 
you as usual.  One last thing; do you have any advice and encouragement you 
would like to share with our readers? (Especially to de yout’ dem). 
 
GS: Before I close with my sermon, let me just say a big thank you to you once 
again Norman for having me, it’s been a pleasure sitting here on the Panther couch 
reasoning with you and reminiscing.  To all the readers and especially the youths; 

http://www.stingdem.com/�


listen; don’t let no one ever tell you, you can’t.  You can!  All you have to do is work 
hard for what you want and strive to be the very best in everything you do.   Keep the 
faith and most of all; spread some love amongst our people.  Let the children of 
tomorrow have a brighter future than us.  Look after your loved ones, your off-spring 
and most of all lend a hand to a brother or a sister who need it.  One love and bless. 
 
Thanks again Gary for taking time out and blessing us with an engaging 
interview.  May our creator bless and guide you in all your future ventures.  Log 
on next month and meet another SPECIAL GUEST or ARTIST OF THE 
MONTH here on PANTHER NEWSLETTER. 

 

 


